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MISTRESS 

SAID THAT 

y MP Ne , THE SHOP 

THE MISTRESS cme WOULD BE 

SAID SHE FIXED | \ \S<S J ALL RIGHTY 
IT HERE WITH g e 


HER POWER! 
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| SAW IT. 
BECAUSE 
IT WASN'T 
A DREAM. 
























IN THE END, 
WHAT WAS | 
SUPPOSED 
B TOUSE THIS 
L  FORP 











THE “TIME” 
THAT SHE 












TALKED 
ABOUT... 
WENT BY 
WITHOUT MY 
REALIZING 
IT. 
































































































WATANLKI IS 
DETERMINED 
TO WAIT IN 
THIS SHOP 
UNTIL YOKO 
COMES BACK. 


AND TO 
MAKE THAT 
A REALITY, 
THERE WILL 
BE ANOTHER 
DECISION. 





| 
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DOMEKI WILL 
DECIDE WHEN 
IT’S USED. 





WHEN THAT 
DECISION IS 
MADE, THE 
EGG WILL 
BE NEEDED. 


SO WHEN HE 

DECIDES IS 

WHEN | USE 
ITP 





w ARE THE .« THE ONLY 
ONES WITH PEOPLE WHO 
POWER. REMEMBER 

























































































HIMAWARI, 
SINCE 








BECAUSE 
OF THAT EYE 
WATANUKI 
SHARES. 












































| 
| 


A 


Hy anh 











THAT EGG. 





wn CAN SEE THE 
SAME THINGS 


THAT WATANUK! a 
SEES. DOMEKI... 








































































































































































































































































































YOKO GAVE 
DOMEKI THE 
EGG TRUSTING | 
IN THAT. 
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» YUKO-SAN... 








| THAT SHE 
GAVE ME... THAT'S THE 
REASON... 









BE BORN OUT 


NOTHING WILL | 
OF THAT EGG. 






THAT’S 





ww IT CAN ONLY 


BE USED 
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AND I’M 
THE ONE 
WHO HAS 

TO DECIDE, 
HUH? 














































































































































































































WATANUKI 


Ki pecipeD. |] 











SINCE 
THEY ALL 








DECIDED 
ON THEIR 





OWN... 


«THAT 
WILL LEAD 
EVERYBODY 





TO 
HAPPINESS... 
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I'M TAKING 


OWNERSHIP OF. 


THIS SHOP 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































YOKO-SAN 
SAID THAT SHE 
WARS GOING TO 
GRANT MY LAST 
WISH, BUT... 


«AND RUN 

THIS SHOP, 

GRANTING 
THE WISHES OF 
ALL KINDS OF 


PEOPLE, AND 
THOSE BEINGS 
WHO AREN'T 
PEOPLE. 








TWILL 
PRESERVE sine 
THIS SHOR. 
1 TO SEE 


SPIRITS 





HASN'T 
LEFT ME. 





















































































































































































































AND | WILL 
BE ALWAYS 
WAITING. 
ALWAYS. 
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SO YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
RUN THE SHOP 
AND GO TO 
SCHOOL AT 
THE SAME 
TIME? 




















































































































































































































| CAN’T 
EVER LEAVE 
THIS SHOP 




























































































































































































































































































se WHAT IS THAT 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEAN? 





























































































































































































































wA 
PRICE I’M 
PAYING. 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































{ DECIDED THAT 
THE “TIME” WITHIN 
ME IS THE PRICE | 

WILL PAY. 
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BY THAT, YOU MEAN 
YOU WON'T DIE. 


| DECIDED 
THAT ILL 
ALWAYS 
WAIT. 


| CANNOT 


| LEAVE THIS 


SHOP. 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THERE IS 
NOTHING 
LIVING THAT 
DOES NOT 
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NO MATTER 
WHAT ONE 
WISHES, ONE 
WILL DIE. 
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THAT TIME... 


/ 





= 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































| SHOULD 
SAY IT WILL | 
ONLY EVER } 
NEED TO 
BE USED 
ONCE, HUH? 











































































































































































































































IT’S IMPOSSIBLE 


















































FOR HIM TO USE IT. 


we 
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THERE 
ARE A 
GREAT 


MBNY = 
BUT STRPNGE 
NO MATTER HOW ODD... f Wade 
ssHOW INCREDIBLE WORLD... , 
SOMETHING MAY BE... | 
SOMETANS wel R HUMAN DOES NOT 
: ‘ TOUCH IT... 


THAT HAPPENED. | 
SIMPLYA Le, wl HUMAN DOES NOT 
‘ ‘SEE IT... 


MATTER THAT 
WILL FADE WITH wnlF A HUMAN IS NOT 


Humans. “eo 


MANKIND. 
HOMO SAPIENS. 
a 


HUMANS 
ARE THE MOST 
PROFOUNDLY 
MYSTERIOUS 
LIVING THINGS 
IN THE WORLD/ 











































































































V¥M NOTA 
CUSTOMER 


























WELCOME 
BACK, 





VM NOT THE 

MASTER OF 

THIS SHOP 
EITHER. 


EVEN STILL, 
WELCOME BACK/ 

















IT’S FIVE 
O'CLOCK 
ALREADY. 


WATANUKI 
ONLY WOKE UP 
JUST NOW! 


DOES IT 
REALLY 
MATTER. 


(Qj YOUWENT 
=| 
SHOPPING, 
| SEEP 





you 
SLEEP 
TOO 
ALWAYS MUCH. 
DID. 


DO WITH MY 

TIME WHEN | 

DON’T HAVE 
CUSTOMERS? 











YOU SEEM 
TO HAVE 
DONE YOUR 
SHOPPING 


IF ONE IS 
GOING TO EAT 


SOMETHING, 


IT’S BEST 
TO EAT THE 


AA 


VEGGIES/ 


| MUST GIVE YOU 
CREDIT FOR 
THE FOOD YOU 
PICKED. 








OKRARAY/ 























































































































WATANUKI 
NEVER 
CHANGES. 






















































































































































































AT YOUR 
UNIVER - 
SityP 


| REMEMBER 
YOU SAYING 
HOW YOUR 
PROFESSOR 
COULDN’T USE 
COMPUTERS, 


COME TO 


THERE’S THINK OF 
A CON- ‘ IT 


FERENCE. 


WHEN DID 
YOU START 
WEARING 
CLOTHES LIKE 
THAT? 


EVEN IF 
THERE’S A 
CONFERENCE, 
DO THE 
STUDENTS 
COME 
DRESSED IN 
SUITSP 


THE 
PROFESSOR 
WAS RELEAS- 

ING HIS 
FINDINGS. 


AND | WAS TO 
BE AT HIS SIDE, 
PUTTING UP THE 

GRAPHICS FROM 
MY NOTEBOOK 
COMPUTER. 





YOU... 
MAJORING IN 
FOLKLORE... 









HOW 
MANY 
TIMES 
HAVE 
YOU SAID 













































































































































































































ALWAYS A 
LOT BETTER 
WITH THE 
SCIENCES? 



































WEREN’T YOU | 
4 













































































































































































































ANYBODY 
WOULD FIND 
IT STRANGE 
THAT YOU'D 

SUDDENLY 

DECIDE TO 

GO INTO 
FOLKLORE, 


_ 
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MY 
GRANDFATHER 
LEFT QUITE A 
VARIETY OF 
ITEMS BEHIND 
AT OUR PLACE. 



































THIS 
TO YOU 
FOUR 
YEARS 
I’S SOME- AGO. 
THING I’M 
INTERESTED 
IN. 











| THOUGHT THAT + YOUR FACE 
| WOULD NEVER HASN’T 
HAVE A CLUE AS CHANGED 
TO WHAT YOURE A BIT SINCE 
THINKING, BUT... THEN. 


WATANUKI HAS A 
CLUE NOWP 


WE'LL SEE, 
WON'T WEP 


MOKONA 
KNOWS 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT 


w REALLY. 7 1 ‘ yp fo DOMEKI/ 
yy 
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HAS THERE 
EVER BEEN , 
ATIME WHEN | y 
eee ot y wp THIRSTY 
THIRSTY =f; ; Yes} thas. FOR SOME 
FOR SAKEP %  pAIGING, GOOD 


ai, SAKEN 





YES, YOU 
WHERE READ MY 
LIQUOR AND 
FOOD ARE 
CONCERNED, 
YOU ARE 
REALLY TWO 
OF A KIND. 


RIGHTP 





MARL AND 
MORO WENT 
TO THE 


MAKE MY JOB 
SO MUCH 
EASIER. 


ISN’T 
SAY THEIR RIGHT! 
NAMES AND 
MOKONA 
WILL SPEAK 
TO THEM. 


KOHANE IS 


OF COURSE 
THERE ARE 
SOME WHO 
ADD NOTHING 
BUT FLIPPANT 
COMMENTS. 














a 








VM SORRY 
TO COME 


GOOD 
EVENING. 
























































































































































































































































INVITATION, 


was 
Maks KOHANE-CHAN. 
WE'RE ALWAYS 
SPECIAL 
SPrCIRL —THRILLED TO 
EE YOU. 


TODAYP 





“GRANDMOTHER” 
ASKED ME TO 
BRING THIS TO YOU, 








IT’S BEEF 
SHIGURE-NI. KIMIHIRO-KUN. 








































































































q \ | 


HEY, DOMEKI/ 
EVERYBODY 


MOKONA- 


ASSUMES YOURE . KUN AND 
HERE IN THE SHOP : SHIZUKA-KUN 
NOW. ie J TOO, PLEASE 
HAVE SOME. 


YOU GRADUATE 
FROM COLLEGE 
NEXT YEAR. 
SOME “ADULT” 
YOU ARE/ 


MOTHER” 
IS WAITING 


THEN AT 
LEAST 


HAVE 
SOME 
TER. 









VD LOVE 
THE HELP/ 


MARU, MORO, 
COULD YOU 
COLLECT THEIR 
BOWLS AND 


DISHES? 
























































BUT I’M SO 
HAPPY ABOUT 
IT, IT MAKES ME 
WANT TO SAY IT 
AGAIN. 


























I WAS JUST 
THINKING OF HOW 
GOOD THE CROSS 
PRIVATE SCHOOL 
MIDDLE-SCHOOL 
UNIFORM LOOKS 
ON YOU. 


YOU SAID 
THAT 
BEFORE, 
KIMIHIRO- 
KUN. 
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| SSS OAT THE SHOP 
= TOMORROW. 


‘dei 












































YOU TO GET | |/ 
YOURSELF 
HURT 
ANYMORE/ 











| HEAR YOU. 












REALLY/ r 























































































































HII | \ AAA 
| q | i : \ \ \ 
| 5 WW 
| | | 
TB 
i Hi 
Mi 





YOUR BODY 
LANGUAGE 
SCREAMS THAT 
YOU EXPECT ME 
TO HAVE YOUR 
PORTION OF SAKE| 
ALWAYS HANDY, 
DOESN'T ITP 











KOHANE- 
CHAN TOLD 
your 






OR WHEN 
CUSTOM- 
ERS WILL 
STOP 
COMING. 





























| HEAR YOURE 
GOING 
TO HAVE A 
CUSTOMER 
TOMORROW. 


SINCE IT 
MEANS THAT 


MY PORTION 
WILL BE 
POURED 
FOR ME, 
AT LEAST 
IT BEATS 

BEING 
RLONE. 










THAT'S ONLY 
NATURAL. 
VM STILL 
| THE NEW 
||) may Not SHOPKEEPER. 
ace, BuT 
icancet j 





AND MAYBE 
THE DOCTOR 
CAN MAKE 
HOUSE CALLS 


TO THIS SHOP || | | 

NOW, BUTWE | 

DON’T KNOW ( SHE'S. 
HOW LONG ( | 





WORRIED. 
THAT'LL LAST. | 





peri y c c i © CUSTOMER 

WISHES, a WHO COMES 
IWiLL. : WHILE THEY 
STILL CAN. 


THAT'S WHAT 
VLL DO WHILE 
( | WAIT. THAT 
ed DECISION 
WAIT FOR 
yOKO-SAN. 















































































































































































































































































































































BUT YOU 
DID IT 








I'S SO 
UNUSUAL FOR 
WATANUKI TO 

BE AWAKE 
BEFORE WE 
COME IN TO 

GET YOU! 





«A CUSTOMER’S 
COMING TO THE 
SHOP THAT’S 
WHY. 


DOMEKI 
ATE HIS 
BREAKFAST 
AND WENT 
OFF TO 
CLASSES. 





enue “ane 
DOMEKI 
i PLASMA! | PUNCHY MOKONA THE SHOP- 


PING 


IS AN LIST. 
EXPERT// 


DOMEKI SAID 
THAT IF YOU 
THINK OF 
ANYTHING 
ELSE, TEXT HIM 
ON HIS CELL 
PHONE. 


I NEVER 
LIKED 
TEXTING 
ON A CELL 


INPUTTING 
TEXT IS 
SUCH A 


DON’T SET THE 
TIMER ON THE 
DISHWASHER 
TOO LONG. 
COULD YOU 
PLEASE CLEAR 
AWAY THE 
DISHES? 





























SAID THAT 
DOMEKI 
WOULD BE 


HE SURE 
HAS ALOT 
OF FREE 
TIME. 











D6MEKI 
PROBABLY 
WANTS TO 
MAKE SURE 

THAT WATANUKI 

IS NOT HURT. 


~ IN SOUL... 


OR 









ve THATS. 
WHAT WE 
CALL TOO 

MUCH FREE 
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SO THERE |S. 












































+» PLEASE 
FORGIVE US. 
PERHAPS WE 
SHOULD HAVE 
RECEIVED 
YOU IN A 
JAPANESE- 
STYLE ROOM. 










































































YOURE 
SMOK- 


7 ING. 
«A PIPE, 


GOOD, PERHAPS? 
FRESH AIR IS 
CIRCULATING. 












































| YOU ARE 
MR. | HT A JUST AS THE 
SHOP- i RUMORS SAY, 
KEEPER. HN \\y | 5 EN! /} AREN'T YOUP 











YET WE’VE 
ONLY JUST 
MET. 





EXTREMELY 
BERUTIFUL. 


YOU, OF 
COURSE. 


ALITTLE 
LATE WITH 
THAT ONE. 














+ ONE ISN'T 
DISTRACTED 
BY THINGS 
THAT DON’T 
MATTER, AND 
THEREFORE 
THAT WHICH 
DOES MATTER 
BECOMES 
ERSIER TO 
SEE. 

















ITHAS TO DO 
WITH THIS CHILD. 


SHALL WE 
DISCUSS WHY 
I INTRUDED 
ON YOUR 
SHOP 








SOMETHING 
RESIDING 
WITHIN IT. 





















































DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT IT IS 
MADE OFP 





THE HIDE 
AROUND A 
CAT’S BELLY. 


TSUGARU- 
JAMISEN NEED 
TO HAVE FA VERY 
STRONG SOUND, 
SO THEY CAME TO 
PREFER DOG. 


BUT ASIDE 
FROM THAT, 
NEARLY ALL 

PLAYERS 
PREFER THE 
SOUND THAT 
COMES FROM 
CAT-HIDE 
SHAMISEN. 














BUT SUCH HIDE 
IS RARE AND 
PRECIOUS, AND 
SO RECENTLY 
FEW HAVE BEEN 
MADE THAT WAY. 


MORE ARE 

MADE WITH 

DOG HIDE 
THESE DAYS. 





THEY SAY THAT 
FEMALE CATS 
HAVE THE BEST 
HIDES TO USE 
FOR SHAMISEN. 


= 
HIDE THAT IS 
UNSCARRED 


UNBLEMISHED. x. 


FROM 
BEAUTIFUL 
CATS. 


| IMAGINE 
THAT 
SHAMISEN 
CAME FROM 
AVERY 
BEAUTIFUL 
CAT. 


























| HOPE 
THAT’S 
HOw IT 


AND SINCE IT 
RESPONDED 
TO ME THIS 
TIME... 


SINCE IT IvS 
SEEMS YOU HAPPY. 
LIKE IT. 


IT’S BEEN A 
WONDERFUL 
CHILD, ALWAYS 
GIVING OFF A 
VERY LOVELY 
SOUND, 


BUT ABOUT 
TEN DAYS 
AGO, IT 
DECIDED 
TO BECOME 
SILENT. 


ASSUME THAT 
BRINGING 
IT TO THIS 
SHOP WAS 

THE CORRECT 
THING TO 

DO. 

















THIS CHILD 
WAS TURNED 
INTO THIS 
FORM WHILE 
STILL UNBLEM- 
ISHED... 


w 
aoe 
= 90 
ons 
eeZ 
iZo 
gu 
= 


WITH ITS. 
LOVED ONE, 





1 Cay 


ie 

















IT SEEMS 
THAT WHEN 
THEY USE A 

CAT HIDE FOR 


SO WHAT 
THEY’RE 


LOOKING ) ad A SHAMISEN, 


FORISA 


VIRGIN 
ONE THAT 
CAT. HAS AS FEW 
BLEMISHES AS 
POSSIBLE. 


THEY USE 





OH, | GUESS 
THAT’S 


BECAUSE 
FEMALE 
CATS GET 
SCARRED IN 
MATING. 
















SHOULD | 
SRY IT WITH 
A HAPPIER 
VOICEP 

















































































































































































































| 


VLL BET IT 
WON'T MAKE 
ANY SOUND 
UNTIL IT 
MEETS... 












ITS LOVED 
ONE. 

















































































































NOT SINCE 


100 


a 
> a. 
O35 
eS 
Y 
Eg 
50 
a 

















THE OBVIOUS 
ANSWER WOULD 
BE ANOTHER 
CAT. 


Eo 
as 
= 
Be 
2 © 
we 
FF 


E 
yx 
GF 
af 
Qu 
uw 
i) 
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WHO ARE 
YOU,.? 











5 EI ee 














<< 
\ 










































































































































































wIT SORT 
OF GETS ME 
ANNOYED/ 


IT MIGHT HAVE 
TAKEN THAT 
FORM TO MAKE 
THINGS EASIER 
FOR ME... 


111 


WHEN 
YOU SAY ? 

Ta Re yd STRIKE 
MEP 


’M 
CERTAIN 
THAT’S 
WHAT IT 








we MOKONA 
WILL 
STRIKE 
yous 


THE 
PERSON 
[SAW 
IN MY 
DREAM... 


mLOOKED 
JUST LIKE THE 
CUSTOMER. 
























































































































































MoKONA | a. MESSING UP 
WAS THE PLACE. 


MW 
HELPING// uSTeADi 


'M SURE THAT 


I LAST MONTH, 


WHEN | WAS. 
CLEANING 
UB, IT WAS 

IN THIS 


| \ DIRECTION... 


IT LOOKS LIKE 
IT FITS ON THE 
SHELF, BUT HE 
CAN‘T STUFF IT 
IN/ WAREHOUSE 
KEEPER/ 





IS THIS THE 
SHELF YOU 
WANTED? 





” WAREHOUSE 


KEEPER/ 
WAREHOUSE 
KEEPER/ 








WATANUKI IS 
A HERO OF 
TRUTH AND... 





REDUCING 
YOUR LIQUOR 
TONIGHT TO 
UNDER TWO 
LITERS/ 
































BUT i'M 
PRETTY 
SURE HE’LL 
BE IN THE 
WAY AGRIN 











GO TO THE 
GARDEN AND 
HELP MARU 
AND MORO. 


THEYRE 
PICKING 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































LIN Tn 































































































































































































































































































SO | CAN'T 
KNOW THE 
EXACT REASON 
FOR IT. 


BUT THE FACT 
THAT IT’S 
HERE MEARNS 
THAT IT HAS A 
PURPOSE. 
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THE BACHI 
(IS WHAT 
‘STRIKES’ AL 
SHAMISEN, 


AND THIS IS 


THE ONLY 
BRCHI WE 
HAVE IN THE 











HAS THIS 
BEEN 
HERE ALL 
ALONGP 

























































THERE IS 
NO SUCH 
THING AS 

COINCIDENCE 

IN THIS 

WORLD. 






THE ONLY 
THING IS 
HITSUZEN... 
RIGHT? 
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IS IT 
BLACK... 
« WITH AN 
IMAGE OF 


ASINGLE hae 
iy 
Vi \ 
tf ll. = \ 











THEN THIS SHAMISEN HAS 


Fc“| BEEN PLAYED IN THE PAST 














USING THIS BRCHIP 


TIME, THIS 
CHILD MADE 
SHE BEAUTIFUL, 
RESOUNDED _ HAPPY 
WITHA SOUNDS... 


BUT THE 
BRACHI 
WRSN’T 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































«THAT 


RIGHT? jl] 


mn Ll 





«HAVE YOU 
HAD IT HEREP 















































GIVEN | ' S 
UR q q a | IT WI 
LEAVE... { Sy, = \ FROM THE 
; & “7 Bs | 
5 fi 5 
es h i of Kl 
ARR | = 3 
ZEA ni) AG 
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THAT THIS 
BACHI WOLLD 
CRACK IF IT 
WERE EVER 


THAT WAS WHY 
IT STOPPED 
ALLOWING ITSELF 
TO BE PLAYED, 
ISN’T THAT 
RIGHTP 


IT WOULD. 
































































































































ALL I 
DID WAS 
DO ALITTLE 
SEARCH- 


ING IN THE 
SHOP’S 
STORE- 







YOU SAID 
OF THIS — 
« THAT SHE CHILD... 
MUST HAVE 

BEEN A VERY 
BEAUTIFUL 

CAT. 







I DON’T 

KNOW 
ABOUT 
THAT... 
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THANK 


YOUHAVE you 
GRANTED very 





THAT THEY 
COME FROM 
THE HIDES 
ON BELLIES 
OF CATS... 


YOU ARE 
NOT ONE 
TO TREAT 
IT WITH A 
FLIPPANT 
ATTITUDE. 





MUCH, 





PURPOSE 
IS BEHIND 
THE WAY 
ALIVING 
THING 
MAY HAVE 
DIED... 








o fl : SS 4] 
——— = <y CBUTIAMA 
GF a WSS SHAMISEN 
oes 








a 
rez 














YOU WISHED 
TO HIDE YOUR 
FEELINGS 
BECAUSE IT 
MIGHT MAKE 
ME TROUBLED 
| OR SAD. 
& 


AS 








YOURE [| ISTHAT 
SEEING YY A 
TOO MUCH 
INMY 
WORDS. 
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WHEN YOU 
\\ CAN'T SEE, 
YOU SEE SOME 
THINGS ALL 
THE MORE 
CLEARLY. 

















CATS ARE 
BORN CATS 
AND LIVE AS 


THEY WOULD 
NEVER 
IMAGINE THAT 
THEY COULD 
BECOME 
SHAMISEN. 
















«THIS CHILD 
CAME TO ME IN 
THIS FORM. 








wl, AS A SHAMISEN 
PLAYER, PREPARED 

MYSELF WITH ALL MY 
HEART TO PLAY IT. 
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MADE ITS 
DECISION TO 
LOVE NOT AS 
A CAT, BUT AS 

A SHAMISEN. 


» THE SOUND 
YOU Two 
MAKE AS 

PLAYER AND 

SHAMISEN IS 

EXCEEDINGLY 

BEAUTIFUL. 




















ag ‘Y 


THIS IS 
SIMPLY CON- 
JECTURE... 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AND | MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN 
READING 
THIS CHILD 
COMPLETELY 





; | th. 





) 

| 
Os 

VE MADE MY p= 


DECISION. as zB =i =a 


















































































































































YOU TOO. 
YOU HAVE 
PREPARED 
YOURSELF 
WITH ALL 


= | YOUR HEART 


SOMETHING 
AS WELL, 
YES? 





























i \ THAT IS WHY 

\ ie AN YOUR VOICE IS 

\ SQ ga. = | SO BERUTIFUL. 
pay 


K VOSS 





NOW THAT’S 
SEEING WAY 
TOO MUCH IN 
MY WORDS! 


REQUIRES 
ITS PRICE, 
DOES IT 


wl REALIZE 


\|_ SOMETHING 
IN RETURN 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































IT ISN’T 
ENOUGH? 















| THOUGHT 
Ni) THAT PRECISELY 
Y BECAUSE IT IS 
PRECIOUS, IT 
BECOMES AN 
APPROPRIATE 



















«BUT 
SOMETHING: 





















































THIS 
CHILD 
WILL 
NEVER... 











«ALLOW 
HERSELF TO 
BE PLAYED 
BY ANOTHER 
BACHI AGAIN, | 
SUSPECT. 
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wn VERY WELL. |/ 









IT ISN'T RIGHT 
FOR WATANUKI 
TO BE DRINKING 
ALONE SINCE 
SUNDOWN! 
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MOKONA 
KNEW IT// 
WATANUKI IS A 
HERO/ 


MOKONA 
GOES TO TE 
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WHEN ONE 
PREPARES 
SAKE, 
PREPARING 
ITFOR 

ONLY ONE 


WHEN ONE 
PREPARES 
ONE’S OWN 
SAKE TO 
DRINK, 
DRINKING IT 
ONESELF IS 
PERFECTLY 
NORMAL. 








THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
NEW... 

























































































AGREED ON 
THE PRICE, 
NOTHING 
HAPPENED. 





A PRICE 
MUST BE 
NO MORE 


OR LESS 
THAN ITS 
WORTH. 


YOU MUST 
NOT RECEIVE 
TOO MUCH 
OR TOO 
LITTLE. 


BUT WATANUKI 
HAS BEEN KNOWN 
TO ASK TOO 
LITTLE OF THE 
CUSTOMERS 
AND HAS BEEN 

WOUNDED yOKO 


: Tm BECRUSE OF IT. SAID THAT 
AND NOW I’M I OVER AND 


ABLE TO CHECK ih 
WITH MY POWER NI a 
AND WITH THIS EYE 
TO SEE IF THE PRICE 
ACTUALLY MATCHED 
WHAT THE CUSTOMER |} 
WOULD PRy. 


| DIDN‘T DO IT 
ON PURPOSE. 





MADE UP 
FOR THE 
DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN 
THE PRICE 
RECEIVED AND 
ITS WORTH. 











THIS TIME 
ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING 
HAPPENED. 
REALLY/ 


LOOK/ 
DO YOU SEE 
A WOUND 
ANYWHEREP 





ALMOST DIE, 
BurT | WON'T 


NO MATTER, 
HOW MANY 
YEARS PASS, 
WATANUKI IS 

WATANUKI. 

















THERE ARE 
THINGS THAT 
CHANGE 
AND THINGS 
THAT DON’T 
CHANGE. 


THAT’S WHY 
w« THAT PEOPLE 
WATANUK| WORRY... 
WILL GET 


















BUT EVEN IF IT 
WEREN’T ENOUGH, 
WATANUKI WOULD 

TRY TO FULFILL THE 


THAT ISN’T TRUE. 
HOW MANY YERRS 
DO YOU THINK 
IT’S BEEN SINCE | 
TOOK OVER THE 





EVEN IF 
WATANUKI 
IS FINE 


THIS TIME, 
WATRNUKI THERE'S 


SAID THE NO 


TELLING 
ABOUT 
NEXT TIME/ 


SAME 
THING 
BEFORE 
AND 
ALMOST 
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/ twill stay | 
WAITING IN |, 


THIS SHOP 


UNTILIGEE 
HERAGAIN | 





iz 


4 i yOKO-SAN. 
i | 


| PROMISED 
TO FULFILL 
HER WISH. 


| PROMISED 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































rsa | WONDER 






WHERE 
pelle SYAORAN 
VISITED AND THE 
OTHERS ARE 






BEFORE. 





WHEN MOKONA 
SRW THEM IN 
A DREAM AND 
h\| ASKED, THEY 
SAID THEY WERE 
INA COUNTRY 
\\\ CALLED PIFFLE. 









THAT BLACK 
NINJA A NEW 









BESIDES, 
THERE ARE 
MEMORIES 
INSIDE THE 
EARRING. 















SO IT WILL 
GUIDE 
SAKURA 
OR 
SYAORAN 

TO. 





wm THE 
PEOPLE 
THEY WANT 
TO MEET. 





| MOKONA AND 
MOKONA ARE 
THE SAME. 


THAT BLUE 
EARRING 
OF 





THE 


MOKONA 
MOKONA THAT'S 
a GOING 
WEARING — FROLND 
IT NOW. SYRORAN 
AND THE 





, OTHERS.» 


SO IF 
MOKONA 
GIVES IT TO 
MOKONA, 
THERE IS NO 
PRICE. 
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WILL ITP 

















IF SYRORAN 
CAME TO 
THE SHOP, 
SYRORAN 






















DON’T TELL | 
DéMEKI | 
ABOUT | 
THISY | 


HE'S \ 
GOING TO 
BE HERE 
TONIGHT 
ANYWAY. 

















VERY 
SPECIAL 
THREE 
TIMES 
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Mt 




















i iN 











BOTH THE 
ONES FAR 
AWAY AND THE 
ONES CLOSE 
BY. 


«EVEN WHEN 
WATANUKI IS 
ALONE, WATANUKI 
IS NEVER ALONE. 











156 
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EVENING, 
HARUKA» 





GOOD 
EVENING... 





HE STARTED 
WITH DINNER 
AND DRANK 


ALL THE WAY 


UNTIL THE FINAL 


NIGHTCAR 

























PHYSICALLY 
HE’S GOTTEN 
BIGGER, 






THAT'S 
BECAUSE | 
STAY AT THIS 





DOESN’T 
CHANGE 
EITHER, 
DOES 
HEP 


U 


SHIZUKA 
IMPOSED 
ON YOUR 
HOSPITALITY 
AGAIN TONIGHT, 
| SUPPOSEP 








RIGHT NOW, 
HE’S ASLEEP 
IN THE 
GUESTROOM 
THAT | ALWAYS 
USED TO 
USE. OR 
MAYBE HE’S 
STUDYING 
FOR HIS 
UNIVERSITY 
CLASSES, 








AT THE 
MOMENT, 
HE LOOKS 
MUCH 
OLDER THAN 
YOU DO, 
HARUKA 
SAN 


































































































YOu 
ABLE TO 
GRANT 

HER 


161 


| TAKE IT 
YOU HAD A 
CUSTOMER 
TODRY. 
















| BROUGHT INA 
SHAMISEN. 





Q ‘fl 


MOKONA 
HE'S THE WENT ON 

WORST OF ABOUT 
THE LOT/ } THE SAME 

THING. 






| 








DOESN'T 
CHANGE 
EITHER. 














TRUST ME. 
RECENTLY 
| HAVEN’T 
RECEIVED ANY 
WOUNDS AT 





| DON’T 
SEE ANY 
WOUNDS. 
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ALL I'VE 
TAUGHT YOU 
IS THE WAY 
TO FIND OUT 
WHAT YOU 
WANT TO 


TO USE A 
FEW OF THE 
ITEMS YOU 
ALREADY HAVE 
IN THE SHOP’S 
STOREHOUSE 


YOU CALL 
ALL OF 
THOSE *A 


BESIDES, NO 
MATTER THE ITEM, 
IT’S ONLY OF USE 
TO YOU BECAUSE 

OF THE POWER 
SLEEPING WITHIN 
YOU. 
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A BIG PART 
OF THAT 
IS ALL THE 
THINGS 
YOU'VE 
TAUGHT ME, 
HARUKRA- 





HERE IN MY 
DREAMS. 


o/ cru, YOU CONSID- 
CAN FIGURE THE ERING ALL 
USES FORMOST — THAT'S 

OF WHAT'S — THERE, IT’S 
LEFT FROM THE AFEW. 
KNOWLEDGE 


YOU NOW HAVE. limiae 








WHILE YOU 

WERE JUST 

A WORKER, 
YOU WEREN'T 


SHE SAID THAT ALLOWED 
SHE WOULD MAKE TO RECEIVE 
SURE YOU COULD PAYMENT MADE 
NOT SEE SPIRITS TO THE SHOR 
ANYMORE AND 
THAT YOUR BLOOD 
WOULDN’T ATTRACT 
THEM, BUT.. 



















I NEED THOSE 
QUALITIES 
TO BE THE 

SHOPKEEPER. 
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EVEN SO, 
YOUR 
BLOOD STILL 

ATTRACTS 
ALOT OF 
THINGS. 

AND THAT’S WHY 

YOU STILL HAVE 

THE POWER IN 
YOUR EYE. 


AFTER ALL, YOU 
WOULDN'T BE ABLE 
TO AVOID THE 
DANGEROUS ONES 
IF YOU COULDN’T 
SEE THEM. 

















YOU'VE 

HAD A VERY 

STRONG 
POWER 


EVER SINCE 
BUT IT HAS BIRTH. 


NEVER BEEN 
USED. 


IVS POSSIBLE 
SHE SEALED THE || 

POWER WITHIN } 
you 








i 























Hit a 
| N if } 
| ) 

wee? A 
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wIS NOT POMER 


A 
SOMETHING 
THAT IS TOO 


GREAT... 


HAPPINESS, 


4, YOU KNOW. 


IT BRINGS 
DISASTER 
MORE 
OFTEN 
THAN 


NOT. 
wRIGHTP 


| THINK 
THAT'S 
THE FIRST 
THING YOU 
TAUGHT ME. 



















HIS STREAK 
IS WIDER. 


IN DREAMS. 



























































| ALWAYS 
KNEW THAT MY 
SHIZUKA WAS 
STUBBORN, 
BUT YOU’VE 
GOT R WIDE 
STREAK 
YOURSELF. 













wl VE MET 
HER, YOU 
KNOW 
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i i ann | 
LAAN PUA 
mn 


FITS ad A A AT 


2s 
S23 
as 
eto 
GO 


mn ili MN 
a | 
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IF YOU 
TRULY BELIEVE 
YOU AND SHE 
WILL MEET 
1 THEN YOU AGAIN... 
MUST NOT DO 
ANYTHING THAT 
WILL MAKE HER 
CRY. 








KAN 
N 
eo, 


~~ | 
Wine, | 
tit iat 































































































































































i = ais 
| me 
Pp , 
OOS, 


i 


Mh : 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































a a es EE, EES, GEES KS ER Ee ea 


AND I WILL BE ALWAYS WAITING. ALWAYS. 


Translation Notes 


Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation 
is often more art than science. For your edification and reading 
pleasure, here are notes on some of the places where we could have 
gone ina different direction or where a Japanese cultural reference 
is used. 


Page 55, The kanji for Ré 
The kanji R6 in this incarnation of xxxHOLiC can also be pronounced kago, 
meaning a cage or basket, an enclosed area which prevents escape. 
















































































i} { iN ths 
Page 59, Thank you for the food 


As described in the notes of previous volumes, this is a standard Japanese 
phrase, ittadakimasu, which literally means, “l am about to receive,” but is 
said in gratitude for having food to eat. 
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anys THIRSTY 


tHatvs }=FOR SOME 


DAIGINIG, = GOOD 
MIA z 
IZUM\t? SAKE// 





Page 64, Daiginja Miya Izumi 

Daiginji Miya Izumi is a saké from the Aizu-Wakamatsu region of Japan, a 
little more than two hours by train north of Tokyo in Fukushima prefecture. 
Miya Izumi saké is made in a 350-year-old brewery-cum-museum (the Aizu 
Saké History Museum), and the brand is famous all over Japan. Miya Izumi 
saké has won the top prize several times over from the Japanese National 
Institute of Brewing. 
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Page 66, Grandmother 

Although the custom of assigning a familial name such as grandmother, 
grandfather, aunt, or uncle to an unrelated person who fills a similar role in 
one's life is pretty much a global custom, it is used more often in Japanese 
culture than in most. In this case, the elderly fortune-teller has taken on 
the role of “grandmother” in Kohane's life, and as such, Kohane refers to 
her using the same title she would for a blood relation. 


Page 66, Beef Shigure-ni 

As described in volume 15, shigure-ni is a cooking process in which one 
boils meat in a mixture of soy sauce, mirin (sweet saké), and ginger. In this 
case, the meat is beef. 


Page 67, Thank you for the meal 

Just as one says ittadakimasu (see the note on page 174) at the beginning 
of a meal, one says gochisou-sama (literally, “it was a feast") at the end of 
every meal. 


«PLEASE 
FORGIVE US. 
PERHAPS WE 


SHOULD HAVE 
RECEIVED 
YOUINA 
JAPANESE- 

STYLE ROOM. 





Page 87, Japanese-style room 

Most Japanese houses and apartments built these days contain Western- 
style rooms that one furnishes with chairs, tables, and other normal 
Western pieces. But usually at least one room is done in Japanese style, 
floored with tatami rush mats and zabuton cushions to sit on, low tables, 
and other standards of traditional Japanese residences. 
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Page 91, Shamisen 

The shamisen (also called samisen) is a remodeled version of an imported 
instrument called the sanshin that itself was an import from China. Around 
the mid-1500s, the instrument was imported from the Ryukyu islands to the 
Kansai region (the region including Osaka, Kobe, Kyoto, and Nara) and on 
the southern island of Kyushu. In Kyushu it was played by blind priests, but 
on the main Japanese island of Honshu, the shamisen was quickly adopted 
by Japan's entertainers. It became a main feature in the accompaniment 

to Kabuki theater in the Edo period. It is now considered to be essentially 
Japanese. 


Page 93, Tsugaru-jamisen 

The Taugaru-jamisen that the shamisen player mentions is a product 

of what used to be the Tsugaru region of Edo-period Japan at the 
northernmost tip of the main island of Honshu. It is a hardier version of 
the instrument and is now almost as popular as the standard version, with 
nearly 50 percent of the shamisen made being qualifying as Tsugaru- 
jamisen. A few years ago, it was only 10 percent. 


177 


VERY 
SPECIAL/ 
THREE 


TIMES 





Page 154, Red This 

This is a reference to the first anime version of Mobile Suit Gundam, in 
which Char Aznable’s Zaku mobile suit (painted red after Char's nickname, 
the Red Comet) was able to fly at three times the speed of a normal Zaku. 
The ornament on Mokona resembles an antenna that sticks up from the 
head of the Zaku. 
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wh Ay, Aes 
t eb ~ NY (4 














IF SO, 
IT’S ONLY 
BECAUSE 


| HAD AN 
va EXCELLENT 
TEACHER. 




























SO THAT 
BEAUTY 
AND CAME 
OFFERED TO YOU 
TO TERCH IN YOUR 
YOU HOW DREAMS... 
TO PLAY, 
HUH? 








AND YOU 
CAN'T USE A 
BACHI, EHP 





WHO 
LOOK 
LIKE MATE 
MATERIAL! 


AND WHERE 

DO YOU SEE 

ANY LADIES 
TO LUREP 


VLL BET 
YOU CAN 
FIND ONE 
OR TWO 
OF YOUR 
CUSTOM- 























THAT BEAUTY YOU 
GOT OVER THERE. 
WHAT KIND OF 
MOOD IS SHE INP 


ITISALLI I YOU'RE 
KNOW SO R PLAYIN’ 
FAR. THIS 
AND ONE 


HEY, IT’S 
ENOUGH TO 
LURE IN THE 

LADIES. 








THANKFUL 
YOU’RE 
OUTSIDE HERE. 
WORLD, 
RAUYA ARE 
AN ALL BUT 
VANISHED 





WELL, THE 
HUMANS 
JUST DON’T 


SMOKE 
GooP PIPES GLAD TO 
THING OUR ANYMORE, HEAR IT. 
WORLD DO THEYP 
KEEPS ME 
PLENTY 
Busy. 


| SUPPOSE 
VE SEEN “HER® 
IN BETTER 
MOODS 


YOU KNOW, NO 
MATTER HOW MANY 
TIMES | MEET THIS 
GIRL, | ALWAYS 
FALL IN LOVE LIKE 
THE FIRST TIME. 
WHAT APIPE/ 




















































































































































































































THIS IS THE 
KIND OF 
WORK AL 

RAUYA LIVES 
FOR. 





YOU GOTTA 
TREAT THE 
BEAUTIES 
WITH CARE/ 


DON’T 
BLAME ME 
IF THIS ONE 

DUMPS 
YOU FLATS 


I TOOK A 
SPILL IN 
BROAD 

DAYLIGHT. 





1 SEE THE 
TINIEST OF 
I COULD, CRACKS IN 
THE STEM. 


AW, MAN/ 
YOU HAD 
ALITTLE 
TOO MUCH 
LIQUID 
LUNCH, 


ANOTHER 
SUDDEN 
TRIP TO 

DREAM- 

LAND? 
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FAULT THAT. 


i 
IH RUNNING THIS 
SHOP. 















































































































































































































































« [UNDERSTAND 
THAT. 








i 
HOW ABOUT || 
|GO AHEAD 

| AND CHANGE 
















































































NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
TIMES | SEE 

WI! THOSE IG ITNEVER 
\EeN|| FISHLIKE GETS OLD. 
THINGS... 














THEY JUST 
LOVE THEIR: 
NICOTINE, 
YOU KNOW. 






THEY GETAFULL |b ~ 
BELLY OF IT LIVING 
HERE IN MY PIPE- 


AND THEY CLEANING CART. Nw 


KEEP ME IN 
BUSINESS. 





N-WIN 
ARRANGE- 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































wIT NEVER 
COMES OUT 
AS WELL AS 


IF ANY AMATEUR 
COULD DO IT, THEN US 
EXPERTS WOULD HAVE 

TO CLOSE UP SHOP. 
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SHALL WE 
AGREE ON 
THE USUAL? 


| MADE THE 


ZUNDA- ; 
Z SHALL WE DO 
MOCHI. Z i ABOUT THE 








HOWEVER, 
you 
CHANGED 
OUT THE 
STEM FOR 
ME. SO 
THIS ISN’T 
ENOUGH. 





’M GLAD 
YOU LIKE 














ALITTLE 
FAVOR. CAN 
YOU HELP 


















































| JUST WANTCHA 
TO SAY, “WELCOME 
TO MY SHOR” 
























BUT 
YOU'RE 
ALREADY 
HERE. 


BUT ITLL 
BE MY 
PAYMENT. 


IF YOU SAY 
THAT'S 


ENOUGH, 
THEN... 








THANKS... 


FOR 
INVITING 
ME IN. 





CUT ME SOME 
SLACK, 
OKAY? I’M 
A SOFTIE 
FOR THE 
BEAUTIES! 








IT’S TO 
PROTECT 
THE PLACE 
FROM 
THOSE... 


WHO WOULD 
ENTER TO STEAL 
OR BREAK THE 
MERCHANDISE 
WITHOUT PAYING 
THE PROPER 
PRICE. 


SUCH 
AS ONE 
| MIGHT 

MENTION. 


THERE ARE 
BAD ONES 
AROUND, 
HMP 


AREN’T 
YOU THE 
CHEEKY ONE, 
PLACING 
ALL THESE 
WARDS... 
» AROUND 
YOUR 
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SPOKEN BY 
ONE WHO 


RIGHT EYE IN 
ONE GULP? 


= 4 IF YOU'RE 

H vMSUREIT [== ys. HERE FOR 
WOULD BE Me | THE LEFT ONE, 
; LL HAVE TO 


Gms) 
WONDERFUL, F ny) aco / aes | array 
Vom \.|\| ||: i LEAVE, 
{ 













































































































































































































































































CONSIDER f 
THISASNUB? | JASI 





















WITH A ROOM 
THIS CRAMPED, 
YOU COULD 
GET CAUGHT 
UP IN THE FIRE 





I PE 


é 
|: i 


a 












“J YOU AND THE 
‘<3 PIPE FOX 

SPIRIT DIDN'T 
GET ALONG, IF 








PIPE 
FOX SPIRIT 
FOX-FIRE WILL 
NEVER HARM 










QUITE A 
LOT OF 
KNOWLEDGE 


on) WELL, YOU 
ARE THE 


SHOPKEEPER. 





THERE’S 


SOMETHING 
| WANT YOU 
TO FIND. 









| NO. 
H IT ISN’T 


y HERE. 





you 
OUGHT 
TO 
KNOW... 
wo THAT | 
CANNOT 
LEAVE THE 
CONFINES 
OF THE 
SHOR. 





BUT YOU 


WHICH YOU \ \ HAVE OTHER [= 
CAN NOW \ METHODS OF 
USE. Er: SEARCHING 
ALLOWED TO E 
YOU.» 
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col LIEU 
OF AR DOWN 
PAYMENT... 
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we MY WINE TO. 
BEGIN WITH? 


REALLY AREN'T 
AS CUTE AS 
YOU USED TO 
BE. 





MUGETSU 
REALLY 

HATES THE 
JorO 
GUMO 















AND HE 
HATES HOW 
SHE PLAYED 
TRICKS ON 

HIS BELOVED 
WATANUKI. 











































































































HE’S BEEN 
IN SUCH A 
BAD MOOD, | 
DON’T KNOW 
WHAT TO DO. 





























IT TURNED 
OUT ALL 
RIGHT THIS 
TIME, 













THANKS 
TO YOU, 
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THAT 
TICKLES, 
YOU KNOW! 


SHE WANTS 
ME TO FIND 
SOMETHING 


YOU 
ACCEPTEDP 


THAT'S 
My JOB, 
AFTER 
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WHEN YOL/RE 
FINISHED 
EATING, 
LORD THE 
DISHES IN THE 
DISHWASHER, 


THE 
LIQUOR IS 
A SHOCHU 


SAKE j ; 
FROM THE { THEY'RE 


TREASURE Lk ALL 
PREPARED 


IN THE 
KITCHEN. 





WHAT ABOUT 
THE AFTER- 
DINNER 
DRINKS AND 
SNACKS? 


| THINK 
POTATO 
WOULD SUIT 
BETTER. 


| ALSO HAVE 
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AREN'T YOu 
GOING TO 
HAVE ANY 
ARE YOU y DINNER? 
SLEEPY 
AGAIN? 








TONIGHT’S 
MOON 
SEEMS JUST 
ABOUT 
RIGHT. 





Sy LL NEED 
YOU TO 
READY A 

















Hue 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































\ 

















































































































































































































a 
2 « ity =— 
: aS 


ao P 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































SPIDER 
THREAD, 


| RECEIVED 
IT FROM 
THE JORG- 





THIS COULD 
PROBABLY BE 
al CALLED THE 






































a, THERE ARE 
SS). THERE ARE See a NO BOOBY 
BY) PRESENTLYNO |} SS g TRAPS OR 
RED PEARLS ~~ BR ANYTHING. 
WITHIN THE y Z 
SHOP. | HAVE 
ff, NEVER SEEN 


NOR DO | 
KNOW WHAT 
ONE WOULD 

LOOK LIKE 
OR CONSIST 





THE ONE 
WHO 
KNOWS... 
























































\) 
,) 







































































































































































hie vanitt 

















= SO, TO GET 
TO THAT 
PLACE... 






















































































oo oy 
















































































. |WILL FOLLOW 
THIS THREAD. 
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WASN'T IN 
THE SHOP 
AFTER ALL. 























| 
mR: \) 


: AT, 
Hh oa 












































~ | | 
! 
i Mil ) 
ay» i 
| ft 


i“ Se mal 


| AY A All 
| Wi ll | ON | 



























































































































































ey 


ly 
ane . 
Me Hoos { 
; i 
\ ; Ji 2 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AT THE END 
OF THE 
SPIDER’S 
THREAD... 


whS 


WHERE 
ONE CAN 
FIND 
THE RED 
PEARL. 
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wlT’S YOUR 
TURN. 

















































| SOME- 





QUICK TO FROM 
RESPOND. HER. 







VLL JUST 


) BE HAPPY 


UM WHEN IT 
coMesTO Feeee (\ Sa==== 


IF |CAN 
HELP A 





























I GUESS 
WE'LL GET 
TO WHERE 

WE/RE 

GOING IF 

WE FOLLOW 


THE THREAD, 


HUHP 


I THINK IT’S 
BECAUSE 
KIMIHIRO- 











RECENTLY IT 
SEEMS THAT THE 
ONLY TIMES | CAN 
SEE THESE THINGS 
IS WHEN HE HAS 
SOMETHING 
HE WANTS TO 


BEFORE, IT 
WAS ONLY 
WHEN HE 
EXPERIENCED 
STRONG 
EMOTIONS. 











fi 
Ae > it 
a. | 


ye 





































































































































































































































































































































































































APARTMENT 
BUILDING? 


ITLED TO 
ACORNER | 
APARTMENT |" 
ON THE TOP 
FLOOR. 


el THINK 
| SHOULD 
KNOW THAT 
PLACE. 





V'VE BEEN 
THERE 








se THAT SHE 
COULDN'T 
STOP 
USING HER 
COMPUTER, 














A WOMAN 
LIVED THERE 
WHO SAID... 
























































| CHECKED THE 

MAILBOX, BUT 
THERE WAS NO 
NAME ON IT. THE | 
MAIL SEEMS TO 

HAVE BEEN PILING 












| KNOW 
WHERE IT 
IS NOW. 

















DID 
YOU SEE 
ANYTHING 
ASIDE 
FROM THE 
THREAD? 














NO. 
_| NOTHING 











THAT 
MEANS 
NOW 
| CAN 
“ENTER.” 





WHY DON’T 
YOU JUST 
QUIT THE 
ERRAND- 
Boy JOBP 















































































































































YOU DON’T 
LIKE BEING 
ORDERED 
AROUND 
BY ME, DO 


MLL QUIT 
WHEN | 
FEEL LIKE 
QUITTING. 
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HELPED/ 
MOKONA 
HELPED/ 




















REALLY 

NEVER 
CHANGE 
DO yYouP 


LAUNDRY 
1S ALL 
FOLDED! 





Ss -ALCZDADS 
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WISH! 
YOU GET 
ONLY HALF 


¥M NOBODY'S 
“BRIDE” 
MARU, MORO, 


CAN I ASK 
YOU TO MAKE 
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MOKONA WAS MOKONA 


JUST 
ALWAYS IN THE 
Way! PLAYED! 


SAY THAT 
AND 
MOKONA 
WILL GET 
LESS 
BEDTIME 
LIQUOR! 


ME TO 
Fous | SAMA/ HAVE 
S. 


SERVING MERCY! 
= <I Be 










































































A Ns = 1) i UH 






























NO MATTER HOW 





| KNOW I’M 
JUST CROSSING 








MANY TIMES | DO IT, DREAMS TO 
| CAN'T SHAKE THE GET HERE, 
FEELING | SHOULD BE BUT ENTERING 
APOLOGIZING. Z WITHOUT 
+ “\ PERMISSION... 





LA 


(i 
] oeonIc 




















«WELL, THE 
APARTMENT IS 


ID OUT JUST 


LIKE THE ONE 
WE WENT 
INTO LAST 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































| 
eZ R\ MG 
: \ 
“ir g 
CAGE 
+ 
5 Vs 
4 (( 
y \ 
\ 


ISTHERE | 


SOMETHING... 
























































































































































































































































































































































ww THIS 
PERSON 
ACTUALLY 
SEES ME/ 
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| DON’T 
THINK 
ANYONE 
IS BEHIND 


\S THERE 
SOMEONE 
BEHIND 


IT ISN’T LIKE 
SHE JUST 
VAGUELY 
FEELS MY 

PRESENCE... 





YOU HAVE 
BUSINESS 
WITH HIM? 











«SHE HEARS 


WERE 
| TO WAKE 
UP NOW. 





IF ’D EVER BE 
ABLE TO COME 


«| DON’T KNOW 
HERE AGAIN. 
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ARE 


THERE’S NO 


vee DOUBT THAT 
ene THE RED 
: PEARL CAN 
BE FOUND 


HERE, 





YOU DON’T 
LIVE HERE 
YOURSELF? 







THE PERSON 
WHO LIVES IN 
THIS PLACE. 
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AND THIS 





+n BECAUSE IF HE 
KEEPS KICKING 
AND PUNCHING 
ME LIKE THAT, HIS 


HANDS AND FEET 
WILL HURT TOO, 
BUT. 





YOU'RE 
NOT 
SAYING... 









AS 1 SAID, 
PUNCHING ME 
HURTS HIMSELF 
SO HE HAD 







































































































































> YOU'RE 
KIDDING!! 









































































































































‘i Mt, 
(oy it 
‘a a 

; Doel | i 








we IF IT WAS 
A FAILURE, 
| SHOULD 
BE INJURED 
BECAUSE 
OF IT... 


on BUT I’M 
NOT. 













ON THE m AND ee 
OTHER MANAGED 7 
HAND... TO ENTER 
THAT 
ROOM.» > 









« THAT GIRL 
SAW ME AND 
TALKED TO 
ME. 
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IS IT 
BECAUSE I'M 
SEARCHING 

ON BEHALF OF 

THE JORO- 

















AND SHE'S 
WAITING 













































































\ i 
| Hl 
r a fl » 














\ i (fi 



























































AN | 
Sh i / | e 

















YOUR 
COLLEGE 
AND IT’g ISALONG 
COLD Out, oe 
SO YOU 
HAVE TO —- HOME. 
DRESS 


WARMLY! 






























































WERE YOU 
SLEEPING 
AGAIN? 


I WAS JUST 
WAKING UP. 


THINGS | 
NEEDED TO 
REPAIR. 
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VLL KNIT 


SOME 
MORE. 







AND HAVE 
DOMEKI 
GIVE THEM 
TO YOU. 





WOULDN'T ) 
DOMEKI- | 

KUN BE TOO 

BUSY FOR 
THAT? 


HE HAS 

FIELDWORK FOR 
HIS COLLEGE 

FOLKLORE | 

MAJOR TOO, 

YOU KNOW. ! 


YOU'RE 
SUCH GOOD 
FRIENDS AS 

ALWAYS. 
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BECAUSE 
rM 
WEARING 
THE GLOVES 
YOU GAVE 
ME. 





HE SAYS HE’LL 
QUIT WHEN 
HE WANTS TO 





















WE ARE 
NOT NOT/ 
\ FRIENDS 
AT ALL/ 






WELL, I’LL WORK HIM 

LIKE A SLAVE UNTIL HE 

FINALLY PERKS LIP AND 
SAYS SOMETHING. 


| DON’T SUPPOSE 
IT’S POSSIBLE FOR 
YOU TO GIVE ME 


THE GLOVES IN 
PERSON, IS IT? 





262 













DON'T 
THINK | 


THERE'S NO 


DON'T REASON 
KNOW IT! way-you 
SHOULD 
BE APOLO- 


GIZING, 
WATANUKI- 
KUN! 


AFTER ALL, 
YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 

TRYING TO 

THINK OF 
WAYS TO 
HELP ME! 














‘ oS 
"yr 
i 
Hal 
! ‘ 
HAM 
| ‘fn 
! 
1 


I) SORRY. 


Ih | 
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| LOVE 
YOU TOO, 
HIMAWARI- 


















































































































































| LOVE YOU, 
YOU KNOW. 



































HT 


Hl 










































































WAS IT 
KUNOGIP; 



































GO AND 

SEE HER 

THE DAY 
AFTER TO- 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING | 
WANT YOU TO 

HAND HER. 

















| PUT THE 
THINGS 


YOU ASKED 
FOR IN THE 
KITCHEN 
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THERE YOU 
GO, FULLY 
EXPECTING TO 
BE FED RGRIN/ 
LIKE RLWAYS/ 


OKARAY/ 

































































































BECAUSE 
SHE ALWAYS 
WANTS 
TO KNOW 
ABOUT HOW 
WATANUKI IS 
DOING. 
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so MEET 
UP WITH 
HIMAWARI 
THESE 
DAYS? 








eat 
























ALL SORTS | KUNOGI 
i] OF Cus- | PROMISED THAT 
TOMERS ay SHE WOULDN'T 
COME TO ) os ENTER THIS 
THIS SHOP. | SHOP EXCEPT 
\ FOR ONCEA 






AND THE 
TREASURE 
HOUSE ISN’T 
FILLED WITH 
ONLY GOOD 
THINGS 
AND PRETTY 
THINGS, 






YERR, 































































































WITH ALL 
SORTS OF 













































CAN BE 


BAD FOR 
HIMAWARI. 





























EVEN IF 
yOIKO WERE 




















AFTER STILL THE 
DOMEKI’S AND SHOPKEEPER, 
HIMAWARI’S MOKONA 
WISHES WERE THINKS THE DE- 
GRANTED... CISION WOULD 
we THE ONLY TIME HAVE BEEN THE 
yOKO INVITED __ SAME. __| 
HIMAWARI WAS 
FOR WATANUKI'S 












BIRTHDAY. 


























BuT IT WAS 
ABOUT A 
YEAR AFTER 
WATANUKI 
eee | TOOK OVER 
THE SHOR... 











IN THAT 
















ONE YEAR, 

WATANUKI'S 

POWERS HAD THAT 
GROWN A WATANUKI 
GOOD BIT. REALIZED IT. 
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SO WATANUKI 
PROBABLY 
TOLD HIMAWARI 
NOT TO COME 
THEN, BUT. 


DIDN'T 
| AGREE TO 
IT? 


SO HE 
TOLD HER 
WHEN SHE 
CAME TO 
CELEBRATE 
TOLD HIS 
HER — BIRTHDAYP 
NOT TO 
COME 
AGAINP 


WATANUKI 
CAN’T LEAVE 
THE SHOR 

















SOISIT 
THAT THEY 
TALKED IT 

















«AND WORKED 
\T OUT SO THAT 
THEY CAN MEET IN 
THE SHOP ON HIS 
BIRTHDAY? 


«GOING 
TO MEET 
HIMAWARI 
IN DREAMS 
HAS A BAD 
EFFECT ON 
HIMAWARI’S 
CONDITION. 





















































KUNOGI 
TOLD ME 
LATER. 


THAT'S 
IT. 









¥ 


SHE SAID \ 
THAT SHE 
COULD | 
ONLY MEET | 
HIM FACE- | 
TO-FACE | 
ONCE A 
AND SHE ASKED yenp, 













ME TO LET HER 
KNOW AS MUCH 
AS | CAN OF 
WHAT’S GOING 
ON WITH HIM THE HAS 
DOMEKI 
REST OF THE 
TIME. THERE AT 
THE TIMEP | 





WATANUKI IS 
PRACTICING 
AND WORKING 
HARD ON EVERY 
SKILL WATANUKI HE’S VERY 
LEARNED... | IMPORTANT 
TO KUNOGI. 


sn HOPING 

THAT THE 
SHOP WILL 

BE EVEN 

ALITTLE 

BIT LESS 
DAMAGING 

FOR 

HIMAWARI. 
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ALL FOR APRIL 1. 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































| THINK 
KUNOGI... 
UNDER- 
STANDS 
ALL THAT. 































































THAT'S 
PROBABLY 
WHY SHE 
ATTACHES 
THE SAME 
IMPORTANCE 
TO THE 
CHOICE HE 
MADERS HE === | \ 


DOES. Ee E | ee 
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AND 
DOMEKIP 


ALL IDO... 


a IS MAKE MY 
OWN DECISIONS. 
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a 


7 


iH 


H- 


| 











AND THAT 
CAUSED 
HIM MORE 
INJURIES. 
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iGoTHT \@ 
WITH ALL HIS. hI f 

Y 

sl 


Mi 

















TALKING 
ABOUT 






































































































































BECAUSE 
INJURIES 
DON'T 
CHANGE 
@ ANYTHING. 








BUT HE 


























welT LOOKS LIKE f re (R- 

ITWAS STILL NO ©) Woo fe May 5 

a (( ia Ie 7 
CE ( 


M, 






> @ j g Ni; 





SO YOUR 
BUSINESS 
WASN’T 















































THE NEXT TIME | 
CANPROCUCE 
ARED PEARL... 









































MLL GIVE || 
IT TO HER. 


“PRODUCE” 
P 
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| 












































Py 











































































JORO- 


GUMO ASK 
YOU TO DO 


THAT? 


WE HAVE A 


PROMISE. 








DID THE 






























































































































































ww 


AND YOUR 
TIMING IS 
PERFECT. 












































/\% 0) THE SOUND ye 
IV | OFAPERSON |“ ¢ 
L) JUMPING 
/\ FROM THE 
-/\ BUILDING. 
E. 


WHAT WRS... P/ 















FROM THAT VERANDA! 

















| 
\ 
0 


WHAT WAS 














«» THAT WHEN 
YOU'RE 
WITH HIM, IT 


LEADS TO 
VIOLENCEP 




















a» MADE HIM 
AFRAID. 





BECAUSE 
HITTING 
ME WON’T 
MAKE ANY 
DIFFERENCE, 


BUT IT HURTS 
ALL THE TIME 
UNTIL IT 
DOES HEAL. 


w HAVE ALL 
THE TIME | 
NEED. 


LIKE THAT 
PERIOD, 
BUT... 


















































YOU WERE 
THE ONE 
GETTING HIT/ 
IT'D BE MORE 
FRIGHTENING 
FOR YOU/ 


| CAN GET 
INJURED, 


BuT | HEAL. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































=— = INEVER 
=— | AGE. — 
= = = = E = = —— 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ANT i 





THIS YEAR, 
HE TURNED 
SIXTY-TWO 
‘| YEARS OLD. 


ary @ ’ 
Ea) 
ZR 





wwHE WAS CHANGE... 
SO HAPPY. 


AS THE 
| w THE FEAR DECADES 
“J STARTED 
“| CREEPING 
IN. 


HITTING 
HELPED HIS 
FEARS, THEN 
1 WAS FINE 
WITHIT. 










































































| PRODUCE 
ARED 
PEARL. WHY 
IS THAT? 


















































| WONDER 
WHY IT 
HAPPENS? 


WHEN THE 
PERSON I’M 
WITH DIES... 

















BECAUSE 
YOU FEEL 
SORROW, 













































































































































































TN nit ” ) 
ci 


pil M 
\ : 


é al 
ma: 
& \A 
om — i a 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Md 
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i 
| | ih 
} i 
tt : 
LSTA Mh 


| \ It 


| 








My, HOW 
WONDER- 
FUL. 























































































































BESIDES... 


VVE HAD 
TIME TO 
MAKE OTHER 
PREPARA- 
TIONS. 


THE JORO- 
GUMO IS HERE, 
SO THE GOOD 

LIQUOR WILL 


MOKONA COME OUT/ 


WILL 
DRINK IT 











| HAVE WHAT 
YOU WANT 
RIGHT HERE. 


THE RED 
PEARL, 
TAKEN 

FROM THAT 

CHILD‘S 

TEARS. 








THAT == 
PERSON... + 





WHAT DO 
YOU THINK 
SHE ISP 




















































































































































































































oA HUMAN 
WHO ATE 
MERMAID 
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OH, WHAT WERE 


|} ~=THEY CALLEDP 
|) WHEN A HUMAN 
| EATS MERMAID 


MEAT AND 


GETS ALONG, | | 





























RH, SO 


_|  YOU/RENOT 
JUST THE 
SHOPKEEPER 
IN NAME ONLY, 
RIGHT? 





















































BUT YOULL 
LIVE MUCH, 
MUCH 
LONGER 
THAN THEY 


WILL. 









































wu 















































































BUT TIME 
MARCHES | 
ON. 


AND EVEN IF IT’S 
JUST A SMALL 
DIFFERENCE 
NOW, OVER TIME 
THE DIFFERENCE 
WILL GROW 
GREATER AND 
GREATER, 




























































































































































































































































































THAT GIRL 
SEARCHED 
FOR A HUMAN 
TO LIVE WITH. 


SINCE SHE 
WAS WITH 
THIS HUMAN 
SUCH A 
LONG TIME. 

















JUST LIKE 
THOSE 
YROBIKUNI. 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AND EVEN 
YOU WHEN YOU 
STILL KNOW 
REPEAT WHAT’LL 
ITOVER HAPPEN... 
AND 


SHE MAY 
NEVER 
BE ABLE 
TO MAKE 
ANOTHER 
RED PEARL 








BUT QUICKLY, 
SO THE 
SEEING 
ONE SHE 
THAT, THE 
PERSON ee 
FLED. WOULDN'T 


| IMAGINE IF 
SHE WANTS 
TO BE WITH 
HUMANS, IT’S 
WHAT SHE 
MUST DO. 


BUT IF SHE 
ISN‘T HEALED, 
HER PRIN 
REMAINS. 





AND THAT 
SHE WAS 
NOT 
ALLOWING 


YOU KNEW 
SHE WAS 
BEING 
BEATEN? 





AFTER THAT, 
SHE TOLD ME 
SHE WOULD BE 
CAREFUL NOT TO 
DO IT IF ANYONE 
WAS THERE. 





















































































































































































































































THIS WOUND, 
TOO. RIGHT 
NOW, IT IS 
STILL CUT AND 
UNHERLED. 





AFTER ALL, 

YOU DON’T 
NEED THOSE 

ANYMORE, 


SOMEDAY, 
JUST LIKE 
»YOUMAY = THE YRO- 





ASSUMING BE ABLE BIKUNI.. 
YOUR 
s ee TO HEAL AS 
| ‘OWE \ QUICKLY AS 





GROW. } SHE DID. 









you 
CAN SEE 
PERFECTLY 
WELL 
WITHOUT 
THESE 
THINGS, 













AND IF SO, 
ARE YOU 
HUMANP 


OR 
ARE YOU 
SOMEONE 
LIKE USP 
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«PLEASE 
GOTO 
SEE HER. 





| CHOSE IT 
TO AVOID 
REGRETS. 


WHEN SHE 
GAVE ME THE 
PEARL, SHE SAID 
SOMETHING. 


NOT HAVE 
BEEN THE 
CORRECT 
CHOICE, 
BUT 


IT’S THE 
PATH I’VE 
CHOSEN. 





aes 
a 
“Orr 


ju 



























































































































































































































































bel 
ecient 
IND I WERE 










































































































































































He 





accion 

pole 
Uy tie 4 

bee Tenet rE 
STILL WAITS. 





ies 
WAS WRITING. 



































WAITING 


AND DO 


YOU KNOW 
WHAT MY 
CHOICE WILL 


an THE CHOICE 
IS ENTIRELY 





STILL, WHAT 


EF | fi YOU WANTED 


FROM ME WAS: 
SOME WAY TO 
ASCERTRIN 
WHETHER YOU 
SHOULD DO IT 






























































































































































YOU REALLY 
HAVE LOST 
MOST OF YOUR 
CUTENESS. 

























































































THAT THING 
YOU WERE 
PLAYING 






WHEN YOU 
INVITED ME 


















PRESENTLY 
IN THE 
TREASURE 


TO HAVE IT 
BROUGHT 










































































































































































> EHHEH => 

























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































IT LOOKS 
LIKE | CAN 
STILL HAVE 
SOME FUN 
WITH YOU. 





IT SEEMS 
THAT 
TODAY'S 
CLIENT WAS 
ONE TOUGH 
CUSTOMER, 
HUHP 


om WHILE 
THEY WERE | HEARD 
AT IT, YOU THAT... 
WERE BUSY 

MAKING 
SNACKS. 








SHE TEAMED up = HOME 
WITHMOKONA =—-AFEW 
AND THE PIPE-FOX MINUTES 
SPIRITTO DRINK AGO. 


g§ TEN BOTTLES OF 


SOME OF OUR 
BEST WESTERN 
LIQUOR. 





iy” PLA EN PND 
AY 


SOME Al 
SONG THA HE 


WES SUPPOSED Ff 


SING. wey 


mw NEED MY 
GLASSES 
ANYMORE. 


















































w ISN'T 
EXACTLY 
USING ANY 
NORMAL SORT 
OF VISION. 
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THE JORO- 
GUMO SAID 
IT TO ME. 


THAT’S 
TRUE. 


























LATELY | 
A\ XY FORGET TO 































NEVER HEARD 


KZ] WHOHAD | 
2) METHER AS 


‘| | Y TOLD ME 
¥/ THAT THEY HAD 
OF HER. 


KO-SAN | 
VANISHED, 
PEOPLE 


HER CUS- 
TOMER... | 






























THE MEMORY OF MY 
PARENTS AND PAST 
AND MANY THINGS 


/ 
{ AND THAT 
| 

THAT | BELIEVED IN.. 


MADE ME 
EVEN MORE 
AFRAID. «| CAME TO 
UNDERSTAND 
SOMETHING THE 
AME-WARASHI 
HAD SAID. 
THAT MY VERY 
EXISTENCE 
COULDN'T BE 
EXPLAINED. 























































«WAS NOT 
SOMETHING | 

COULD COUNT 
ON AS RERLITY. 






ALSO, IT’S 
POSSIBLE | 
MARY FORGET 
YUKO-SAN. 









SOMETIME WHEN I'M 
NOT PRYING ATTENTION, 
AFTER FORGETTING 
; EVERYTHING ELSE, 
BUTIWON'T ——¥f}KO-SAIN WILL ONE 


ae ea DAY VANISH FROM MY 
THAT MEMORY. 


VANISHED. 













AND WHEN 
| THINK 
ABOUT 

THAT HAP- 


PENING... 
we THAT'S 


WHEN | GET 
REALLY 
SCARED. 





IS THAT 
WHY YOU 
WEAR HER 
THINGS 
OR KEEP 
THEM 
CLOSEP 


OR IF YOU DO 
FORGET, YOu’LL 
HAVE A MEANS OF 
REMEMBERING? 










































LOOK 
RIGHT 
AT HOME 
SMOKING 

THAT 
PIPE OF 
YOURS. 

















BESIDES, EVEN 
IF SOME PART 
OF IT DOESN'T 
SUIT YOU NOW, 
AS TIME GOES 
ON, YOU'LL FIND 
IT BECOMES YOU 
QUITE WELL. 








AND TO STAY 
HERE, THE 
MATURATION 
OF YOUR 
POWERS WAS 
SOMETHING 
YOU DIDN'T 
ALLOW TO 


STOR 
YOU'RE USING oF 


YOUR POWERS 
TO HELP SHIZUKA, 
KOHANE-CHAN, 
HIMAWARI- 
CHAN, AND ALL 
THE OTHERS 
EVEN SLIGHTLY 



























CONNECTED 
TO YOU. 
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we THEY 
DON’T 
SUIT ME 
VERY 
WELL, 
BUT.. 














IN ORDER TO 
MAKE SURE 
YOUR OWN 

MISGIVINGS 

HAVE THE 
SMALLEST 
EFFECT ON 

THOSE ARROUND 


+» YOU HALTED 
YOUR OWN 
TIME AND TOOK 
PERMANENT 
RESIDENCE IN 
THIS SHOP. 











Ve, ke AND YOU'LL 


PROBABLY 
STAY HERE 
AS LONG 
AS IT 


= = : TAKES... 
THAT'S == Be we UNTIL 


WHAT YO. = \ YOU SEE 
DECIDED, = HER WISH 
RIGHT? j GRANTED. 


Var 



















































































mLET’S SEE 
HOW WELL YOU ( YOUR WISH- 
CAN PLAY THAT im, © GRANTING 
INSTRUMENT . POWERS AND 
; \ YOUR PIPE 























































































































































































































































































































































































































\ CAN'T! 


THAT'S LIKE | JUST 
PLENTY. z SAID, | CAN 
2 ° ONLY PLAY 

TWO TUNES... 








THE PIPE 
DERLER 
SAID 
f| EXACTLY 
| THE SAME 










































WELL, 














CATS ARE IT MAY LIKE ME, | 
KNOWN BUTITSEEMS | 
FOR THEIR TO LEAVE THE 
CAPRI TREASURE 
cious- HOUSE ON ITS 
NESS OWN INITIATIVE 
AND WANDER 
AROUND. 


._ ITWRS THE REASON 
\. THE JORO-GUMO 
LAUGHED AT ME. 7 























IT’S ONE 
OF THE TWO 
SONGS THE 

SHAMISEN 
TAUGHT ME. 
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BUT IT SEEMS 
THAT IT LIKES 





























































VLL BET IT 
WON'T LET 
ANYONE ELSE 
PLAY IT NOW. 





TEETEETEEEN 


: pee 


























————— 
a oa 
eee | 
=— To PART | 4 


TS PAIN. 








HOW GOOD 
IT WOULD 




















«TO MEET 
y BUT NEVER 
TO PART... 





iif 

|| BUT WHEN 
|| JOu'rRE IN 
{| LOVE... 














\F 



































































































































































































































i No 




























































































I 
































ol 






















| WONDER IF 
MY FATHER 
WILL LET ME 














AN 
APRON! 

HIS OLD 

ONE IS 

PRETTY 
RAGGED, 

SOR 

BRAND- 
NEW ONE/ 


HIM THAT | 
BAKED THE 
CASTELLA 
BECAUSE 
| WANTED 
SPENDING 
MONEY! 


ButTpont = FH! 





HE CAME BY 
WITH HIS CART, 
AND | BOUGHT 

SOME OF HIS 


ODEN. | DIDN’T 
SAY A WORD 
THEN. 





YOU'RE TRYING 
TO SELL YOUR 


HANOMADE 
CASTELLA SO 
YOU CAN GET 
YOUR FATHER 

A BIRTHDAY 

PRESENT. 





UP TO NOW, 
ALL I'VE 
BEEN ABLE 
TO GIVE HIM 
ARE THINGS 
LIKE DRISY 
CHAINS. 













BUT THIS 
YEAR, 
THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
THAT | WANT 
HIM TO 
HAVE. 
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be 

| me 
| | HAVE SIMILAR 
PREPARATIONS 

TO MAKE. 











IRAN A 
LITTLE 
OVERTIME 


DID You 
STOP 
BY YOUR 





THEY MADE 
ONLY THE 
THINGS YOU 
LIKE BEST, 
DIDN’T 


YOu STAY 
HERE UNTIL 
| ORDER 
YOU TO 
GO HOME. 
| DON’T 


















































AFTER 
ALL, 
IT’S. 
«YOUR 
BIRTHDAY. 


































































FESTIVAL IS 
ALSO CALLED 
JOMI, THE 
SEASONAL 
FESTIVAL, 
RIGHT? 




















LONG AGO, 
THEY THOUGHT 
THAT IT WAS ORIGINALLY IT WAS 
EASIER FOR Y HELD ON THE FIRST 
EVIL TO CREEP 
DAY OF THE SNAKE 
IN DURING THE INEARLY MARCH, 
CHANGING OF BUT LATER IT WAS 
THE SEASONS SPECIFIED AS 
THAN AT OTHER MARCH 3 SO THE 
TIMES. FESTIVAL'S DATE 
COULD REMAIN 
FIXED. 





Uy 


so 
BASICALLY, 
ITWAS A 
FESTIVAL TO 
WARD OFF 
EVIL. 














ON THE 
OTHER 
HAND, THE 
BIRTHDAY 
REALLY 
DOESN'T 
Nh suit YOu. 


MARCH 3. 













THEY ALSO 
SAY IT WAS 
A SERSONAL 
FESTIVAL 
CELEBRATING 
THE PERCH 
















BECAUSE IT’S 
WHEN PEACH 
BLOSSOMS 
BLOOMP 





















IT’S TRUE 
THAT MARCH 3 
OF THE LUNAR 
CALENDAR 
WAS WITHIN 
THE PEACH 
BLOSSOM 
SEASON, 











AND THEY 
DESIGNATE = us 
EVIL WITH =| < NW EVER SINCE 
THE NAME ER | ANCIENT 
AND SONI,” OR 5 TIMES, THEY 
PEACHES DEMON. p a ATTRIBUTED 
DEFEAT TO THE PERCH 
ONI. » MAES : THE ABILITY 
< S 4 TO EXORCISE 
EVIL. 





























THEY'RE 
INCLUDED INA 

LOT OF SHINTO 
CEREMONIES. 


7 SO THE 
THIS 1S THE || SEASONAL 
ORIGIN OF FESTIVAL, 
THE LEGEND JOM, 
OF THE TURNED INTO 
PERCH BOY, THE PEACH 


MOMOTARO. 3 FESTIVAL. 


SO IT ISN'T 


JUST A 
FESTIVAL FOR 
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THINKING 
ABOUT IT THAT 
WRY, | CAN’T 
DENY THAT 
IT’S A FITTING 
BIRTHDAY FOR 
YOU. 
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YOU WANT ME 
TO KNOCK 
YOU ACROSS 
THE YARD?! 



















































































ABSOLUTELY 
PRECISE, | 
SHOULD HAVE 
SAID IT’S A 
THIMBLE. 


W Acai 

YY TELLING 
ME TO GO 
SEW SOME- 


THING? 
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ee el 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































BUT IT'S $0 BIG 
AND CORRUPTED, 
1 DON’T KNOW WHETHER 
IT’S RIGHT TO CALL IT 
SIMPLY A SPIRIT. 


IT’S POS- 
SIBLE YOU 
MAY NOT 
HAVE EN- 

COUNTERED 
IT BEFORE. 























ger |) 


Al 





















































IT’S A THING 
THAT'S BEEN 
HAUNTING THE 
AREA JUST 
OUTSIDE THE 


PUT IT ON 
YOUR LEFT 
INDEX 
FINGER. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A 
}” TANUKI! 
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P\s 
er an a, 
\ Gis 
ae 5 \ Ay 
NX 


fcc” 
Ne 


aA 
ff} —— 
d ~ ey 
ff} A 

















VM TOLD 
IT IS MADE 


RE-FORMS 
ITSELF TO 
MATCH THE 
STRENGTHS 
OF ITS 
WEARER. 





WHAT /S 
THISP/ | 
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IT’S SHAPE 
ISN'T 
PREDE- 
TERMINED, 










«FOR YOU, 
IT NATURALLY 
CHANGED 
INTO A BOW, Bi 

HMP . 














RIGHT NOW 
AND A FEW 
DID YOu 
TAKE DOWN MINUTES 


I BACK, YOUR 
THE WARDS? HAND WROTE 


SOMETHING IN 
THE AIR. 














— | 


1 


| WANTED TO BE d TO PAY SUCH 
CERTAIN YOU iP ATTENTION TO 
COULD USE IT. , . -4 MEAT THAT TIME 
| SAYS SOMETHING 
ABOUT YOUR 
POWERS OF 
CONCENTRATION 


NOW YOU ; A I 
AND IT ARE i 
BONDED. duh 








! \ ( 
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FOUND 
IT IN THE 
TRER- 
SURE 
HOUSEP 












ITIS YOUR 
a 
ie ALL. 








THIS WAS 
THE PRICE 


PRID BY MOST OF THE 













THE JORO- ITEMS IN THE 
GUMO. TREASURE 
HOUSE 
AREN'T MINE 
TO GIVE. 





EVEN WHEN YOU 
CAN’T SEE THEM, 
YOU CAN SENSE 
BAD THINGS JUST 
BY THE AURA, 
RIGHT? 


YOU CAN 









EXORCISE THEM IN THAT 
WITH R NORMAL WORLD, THIS 
Bow, BUT YOU HAD ABOUT 
CAN’T CARRY ONE THE SAME 


VALUE AS MY 
RIGHT EYE. 


AROUND WITH 
YOU WHEREVER 
YOU GO. 


















SHE SAID THAT THE 
RED PEARL ALONE 
WASN’T ENOUGH 
TO PRY FOR 
SOMETHING SO 
VALUABLE. 













BUT! 
CONVINCED HER 
THAT THE PEARL 
AND THE COST 
OF LICKING MY 
BLOOD ADDED 
UP TOR FAIR 
















I FIGURE YOU 
WOULDN‘T 
MIND WALKING 
AROUND 
WERRING IT 
\ IN THIS SHAPE 
AND FORM. 






dl IF THINGS 
| GET DAN- 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NO MATTER 
WHAT Hi) 
HAPPENS. il 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ESPECIALLY 
IF YOU 


HAVE TO... 





"7 MAN, THE 
ig) cote ust 


IF YOU INTEND fe 


TO SLEEP 
OVER, THEN 
CLEAN THINGS 
UPHERE AND | 
HAVE A BATH. 


IF YOU WANT 
MORE TO 
DRINK, TAKE 
IT INSIDE. 

















































































































: . 
Dy THERE |i 

ult qf pp sti. I) 
I 











































































































































































































































































































































































































FOR ME TO 
MAKE. 
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THEY GOT 
BROKEN. 












es 


Cail 


piu 
| 


ARE 
DECISIONS, 

















HUH? | 
\ 


y 





















































































































































THEY’RE 
BROKEN, BUT 
THEY WERE 
GIVEN TO ME 
BY SYRORAN 
LONG AGO... 


1 | COMPLAIN 
IFILEAVE = ff = 


TELLING ME 
TO PUT THEM 
IN HEREP 








a. : 



















































































CIRCLE... 





DOES THAT 
MEAN THEY 
WERE SEALED § 
AWAY? 











% wn LIKE 
\\ THEY’VE... 

































































































































































ys 


i 
I 





























AT THE VERY | 
LEAST, THEY | 
SEEM LIKE 
THEY WON’T 
DO ME ANY 

























































































































































































Y, D ML 








1 


wa ISN'T THAT 
RIGHT? | 


THE ONLY 
THING IS 
HITSUZEN. 





THERE 
IS NO 
SUCH 
THING 
AS 
COINCI- 
DENCE 
IN THIS 
WORLD, 








SHE KNEW 
THAT MY 
GLASSES 
WOULD BREAK 
AND THAT ID | 
GET MY HANDS A 
ON THESE. 





SHE SAW 
IT ALL, 
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EVEN SO... SORRY. 


Translation Notes 


Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation 
is often more art than science. For your edification and reading 
pleasure, here are notes on some of the places where we could have 
gone in a different direction or where a Japanese cultural reference 
is used. 


Chapter titles, 
the Kanji for R6 
The Kanji R6 in this 
incarnation of xxxHOLiC 
can also be pronounced 
Kago, meaning a cage 
or basket, an enclosed 
area that prevents 
escape. 






Page 184, Gettoya 
In the name of the shop, Gettoya, the frst two 
kanji, getto (meaning “moon” and “rabbit"), refer 
to how Japanese people see the light and dark 
areas of the moon. Westerners see a face and call 
it "the man in the moon.” Japanese see a rabbit 
pounding mochi with a large mallet. (The ya 
simply means “shop.") 


Page 187, Rauya 
Also called Raoya, they are the traditional craftsmen who clean and repair 
pipes. 
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Page 188, Dreamland 

The rabbit here used the Japanese term 
Shirakawa Yobune—night-trip on the white 
river—for the trip to dreamland. In the advice 
on the next page, in the Japanese, he says, “If 
you board the boat too often, you won't be 
able to get off again.” Dreamland seemed an 
appropriate translation for this reference. 





Page 206, Botrytized wine 

There is a type of fungus called Botrytis 
cinerea that grows on grapes (as well as other 
plants) that, in its benevolent form, can give 
wine a very sweet fhvor. In that form, it is 
called “noble rot.” In its malevolent form, 
“gray rot,” it can destroy the grapes. 


I THINK 
POTATO 
WOULD SUIT 





Page 213, Satsuma-Agé 
Satsuma-agé is a deep-fried patty of fish 
paste. 





Page 240, Cooking Mochi 
Mochi, a pounded rice paste, can 
be prepared in several ways, but 
one of the favorites in cold 
weather is to cook a small patty 

.) over a charcoal grill. While it is 
heating, pockets of air rise to 
create a balloonlike bulge on 

top of the patty. The mochi is 
considered ready to eat when the 
bubble pops. 
















Page 241, Demon Bride A 


There was a popular blog in 
Japan called the Demon Bride 
Diary (Oniyome Nikki), about 
a henpecked husband and his 
demanding, overbearing wife. 
The blog later became a hit 
book and TV drama, and the 
term “Demon Bride” spread 
throughout Japan. 


Page 248, Him | J | 
The original ; Pir a tebe We % |) you HAVE 
Japanese never ; \ | BUSINESS 
specifies whether 
the owner of 

the apartment is 
male or female. 
But whereas 
Japanese can get away with having a character constantly say ano hito 
(“that person") without it sounding unnatural, in English, it starts to sound 
unnatural very fast. Considering the progression of the plot, it makes some 
sense to assign a male gender to the never-seen character referred to by 
the woman in the manga. Still, it is possible that CLAMP could have had a 
female in mind for the abusive unseen character. 


WITH HIM? 


Page 312, Sea life 

In the Japanese version, Kimihiro said that he thought uwabami were 
snakes but that it seemed they could also be spiders. Uwabami means “giant 
snakes,” but it's also a term for a person who can drink a lot of alcohol. 


Page 313, Enka 
Enka is a staple of the Japanese musical scene generally enjoyed by older 
audiences. €nka generally consists of emotional ballads performed in a 
distinctive musical style that presents a romanticized view of Japanese life, 
love, family, etc. Although enka’s sales pale in comparison to Japanese pop 
music, every few weeks or so an enka song will make a stand in the overall 
top-ten charts. 
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Page 332, Doll Festival 

One of the 7-5-3 holidays {a set of celebrations for 
children ages seven, five, and three), the festival 
held on March 3 is called Girls Day, when it is 
traditional for families with young daughters to 
decorate a special set of shelves with dolls that 
represent the Imperial Court of Japan. 





Page 332, Day of the Snake 

The Day of the Snake is found within what is called in English the 
sexagenary cycle—a cycle of sixty days with names and attributes taken 
from the Chinese calendar and Chinese astrology. Since the Chinese 
calendar doesn't match the Western (Gregorian) calendar, the first “day of 
the snake” in early March would shift from year to year. The name of the 
seasonal festival that Domeki talks about, J6mi, contains the same kanji 
for "snake” as the Day of the Snake, so it makes sense that they are related. 
Although Japan does not make wide use of the Chinese calendar, it is used 
to mark such things as Buddhist holy days, fortuitous days for weddings or 
funerals, and other traditional events. Therefore many printed calendars in 
Japan include the sexagenary cycle. 


Page 353, Have a bath 
No, Kimihiro isn't telling Domeki 


that he stinks. Although his tone IF YOU INTEND 
of voice is brusque, he’s actually TO SLEEP 

Nie ar OVER, THEN 
acting like a proper host. Most CLEAN THINGS 


baths are taken in the evenings UP HERE AND 

in Japan, and it is common to HAVE A BATH. 

take a bath prior to dinner. By 

custom, guests are allowed to take the first baths of the evening. 
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ISTOP! 


You're going the wrong way! 


Manga is a completely 
different type of reading 
experience. 


To start at the beginning, 
go to the end! 


That's right! Authentic manga is read the traditional Japanese 
way—from right to left. Exactly the opposite of how American 
books are read. It’s easy to follow: Just go to the other end of the 
book, and read each page—and each panel—from right side to left 
side, starting at the top right. Now you're experiencing manga as it 
was meant to be! 





